
Jamaica's tourism industry continues to figure consistently in 

the country's post-COVID-19 economic recovery. Data from the 

Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) shows that the 'Hotels and 

Restaurants' sub-group, which largely captures tourism-related 

activities, grew by an estimated 23.4 percent for the October to 

December 2022 quarter on the back of several positive 

outcomes. 

Speaking during the PIOJ's quarterly media briefing on Tuesday, 

Director General Dr Wayne Henry, informed that total stopover 

visitor arrivals for October to November 2022 increased by 43.8 

percent, relative to the same period in 2021. In addition, he 

noted that cruise passenger arrivals for the months of October 

and November amounted to 195,135 passengers from 68 ship 

calls, relative to 32,719 passengers from 24 ship calls during the 

corresponding period of 2021. Total visitor expenditure 

increased by 46.3 per cent to US$543.7 million for the period. 

Henry said that Hotels and Restaurants helped to generate an 

estimated Services Industry growth outturn of three percent, 

and this, along with 4.3 percent growth for the Goods 

Producing Industry, resulted in overall estimated economic 

growth of 3.4 percent for the December 2022 quarter. 

Hotels and Restaurants, with an estimated 48.9 percent 

outturn, led all sub-groups recording 2022 calendar year 

growth. Henry noted that this performance helped to spur the 

Services Industry to a six percent outturn which, along with 2.1 

percent recorded by the Goods Producing industry, resulted in 

overall estimated growth of 5.1 percent between January and 

December. He said that the projected growth of three to five 

per cent for the January to March 2023 quarter is expected to 

be driven by continued “strong performances” in the Hotels 

and Restaurants sub-group, pointing out that preliminary 

airport arrivals for January 2023 grew by 63.8 percent. 

He further cited the continued recovery in the economies of 

Jamaica's main trading partners, noting that “which augurs well 

for increased external demand, for example, for tourism 

services.” 
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Falmouth was founded in 
1769 and its waterfront 
district is a National Heritage 
Site with Georgian-era 
buildings. 
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NEW JERSEY TRAVEL AGENTS FIRED UP ON JAMAICA 
FOR WINTER 
Scores of travel professionals poured into the ritzy 
Manor in West Orange last Thursday for a celebration 
of Jamaica’s tourism product. The high-energy event, 
called the 2021 Destination Product Launch, was 
hosted by the Jamaica Tourist Board’s (JTB) 
Northeastern USA team. This gathering was the first 
face-to-face engagement that Jamaica has had with 
large numbers of industry partners in the New Jersey 
region since 2019, and dozens of travel agents had 
the opportunity to hear some exciting news on 
developments in the travel trade regarding Jamaica’s 
tourism product. JTB team members Phillip Rose, 
Victoria Harper and Kirk Whyte thanked the agents 
for their continued support, and told the gathering 
that travel from the northeast has bounced back 
faster than was initially projected, with increased 
airlifts from Newark, New Jersey. Additionally, 
American Airlines will launch an inaugural non-stop 
flight from Philadelphia to Kingston on November 4. 
And starting December 17, Frontier will further boost 
airlift from Newark to Montego Bay with additional 
flights. 
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